
International Business Development

North Carolina-UK Delegation 
Transatlantic Cooperation 

Opportunities
Dates: 23rd - 26th July 2024



For more information contact:
Blue Link Worldwide: 01428 723444 

blue-link-worldwide.com

To book your place contact:
Farnborough Aerospace Consortium 

rachel.abethell@fac.org.uk

International Business Development

A meet with: Alan Fisher, MD, FAC at Farnborough  
Air Show and  Luigi Mercuri, MD Europe North Carolina

A dinner meet with: Paul Benton, MD of ABHI  
and Luigi Mercuri, MD Europe North Carolina

Followed by organising a lunch in Cambridge  
with Tony Jones, CEO, One Nucleus and 20 life  
science senior executives, Secretary of Commerce 
Machell Baker Sanders and other colleagues.  

Next day lunch & dinner in Manchester,  
with Department of Business & Trade, selected  
CEO invitee’s drawn  from GMCC, MIDAS  
and Bio Now.

Coffee & pastries, Department of Business & Trade, 
North Carolina EDO’S drawn from Union & Henderson 
counties at Daresbury Sci- Tech Campus.  

Description

The U.S. State of North Carolina welcomes Manchester 
area business leaders to a social reception at 
the Midland Hotel. The event builds on the close 
ties between the ‘Tar Heel’ state and the Greater 
Manchester region, and the UK-North Carolina 
Memorandum of Understanding.

North Carolina boasts the largest overall 
manufacturing workforce in the U.S. Southeast 
Region, the 2nd largest engineering workforce in 
the U.S. Southeast Region, and an overall GDP 
roughly equivalent to Switzerland. Unique strengths 
in biologics manufacturing, precision aerospace 
manufacturing, and automotive component 
manufacturing contribute to North Carolina’s position 
as a diversified manufacturing powerhouse.

Participants from North Carolina include Machelle 
Baker Sanders, Secretary of Commerce for the 
State of North Carolina, plus additional economic 
development executives from the Economic 
Development Partnership of North Carolina, 
Henderson County, and Union County. 

Secretary Sanders will offer brief remarks.

Event details

VIP Dinner

Date: Thursday, July 25th

Time: 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm

Location: The Midland Hotel  
(16 Peter St, Manchester M60 2DS) 

VIP Lunch

For those who find an evening engagement not  
so convenient, please feel free to consider joining  
us for a business lunch as a pleasant alternative. 

Date: Thursday, July 25th

Time: 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 

Location: The Midland Hotel  
(16 Peter St, Manchester M60 2DS) 
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